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From CPE to Hospital Chaplain ...
Hi all, my name is Tanya Dunbar, and I would like to share with you my journey from
undertaking two units of clinical pastoral education to landing my dream job as the
Uniting Church Chaplain at Bendigo Health.
After undertaking a Period of Discernment, I discerned my calling was not to ordained
ministry but to pastoral care and looking at becoming a chaplain. So, I applied to
undertake my first unit of CPE through the John Paver Centre and was accepted. My first
placement was at Bendigo Health, where I was assigned the surgical ward, children’s
ward, and the palliative care ward. As the student I was also asked to visit people who had
no faith background.
So, I went in and cold called and introduced myself as Tanya Dunbar who is a member of
the pastoral care team and that we provide a listening presence and emotional support.
Then I asked if they would like to have a conversation about anything they would like. “So,
are you here to talk about God with me?” “No, I am here to talk about anything you
would like to. If you want to talk about God, we can but only if you bring it up.” Once, I
assured people that I was not there to talk about God or try and convert them, they
willingly agreed to share their stories with me.
I heard people’s stories and the emotions that they brought. I was happy to meet people where they were at and allow
them to share their stories, identify and acknowledge their needs and work with them to help them have their needs met.
I am also energised when I am helping other people and helping them see what they can achieve or to accept what has
happened in their life and the possibility of needing to change their priorities.
I spoke with a lot of people—some having operations, or have had operations, to children and parents on the children’s
ward dealing with different issues from croup, injuries, to children adjusting to type 1 diabetes. Then there were the
people on the palliative care ward who have terminal illnesses and are there for pain relief or end of life care.
One of the people that I spoke to on a ward said to me, “I’m not a Christian you know”. “Yes, I know, I’m not here to talk
with you about God but to talk with you about anything you would like. I am here as I said, to be a listening presence and
provide emotional support.” The lady told me her story, and I listened and provided her with emotional support and at the
end of the encounter she said, “You know I’m not a Christian, but it was as if you were a divine being today sent to give me
hope and help me cope”. I was so happy that this is how she felt after the pastoral care visit.
This first unit of CPE was a great learning curve for me and absolutely clarified for me that I had discerned right to pursue
pastoral care and my goal to become a chaplain.
I decided that I wanted to do another unit of CPE in 2022 so I applied again and got
accepted into the unit. Again, placement was at Bendigo Health. Things were a little
different, in that yes, I was a student, but I was also at this time the on-call Uniting
Church Chaplain. So, I would visit people with a Uniting Church faith as well as people of no faith.
I chose to continue to work with people in the palliative care ward, the rehabilitation ward as well as to go to any other
ward as required. I have met different people with different issues in the rehab ward. There are people recovering from
injuries, spinal injuries, amputations, and strokes. People are having to learn to do some things all over again. Such as
walking, speaking, and communicating using a communication board.
One encounter in the palliative care ward that spoke to me, was a lady I had been visiting regularly; she deteriorated
quickly, and I was called into do end of life ministry. The family requested me as they said, “every time, we visited Mum
she would say the UC chaplain visited and made her feel good, happy, and relaxed”.
I have found my passion and calling as a pastoral carer and a hospital chaplain and am so blessed to be working in my
Continued next page ...
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dream job in a fantastic, encouraging, and supportive team of pastoral carers.
One of my goals was to develop my awareness of resources for use in my pastoral care. These
have included the use of memories in different ways. What I can say is that I was able to use a
number of different resources including Sacred text, poems, music, holding crosses or rocks, and
rituals of prayer and communion. But I also acknowledge the ability to use the resources I have
within myself.
What I have also found in that in my giving I have received so much as well. For me one of the
greatest gifts has been the use of the gift of touch and the joy, peace, and comfort it has brought
to patients and myself; it has been a great blessing.
People are seeing the true Tanya, the one God made her to be. I want to thank everybody who has
walked with me and supported me on this journey. I am now soaring like the eagle. My favourite verses are from Isaiah
40:28-31. I have risen and overcome past hurts that were holding me back. I have received healing and been set free to
soar and fly high like the eagle. What tops it all off for me was landing my dream job as the Uniting Church Hospital
Chaplain. Amen!

ThankYou

Refugee volunteers, Afghani refugees and
refugee workers received thanks and
recognition for the work they have been
doing to care for the local asylum seekers. A
BBQ lunch followed the morning service to
raise funds to assist the Women's Group.
This project encourages English language
usage, understanding of Australian customs
and experiences like a trip to a cafe for
lunch.
Pictured Right: Rev Mark Boyce thanks the
Community Issues Group members, refugee
workers for the work they do to support
refugees and asylum seekers in Swan Hill. Committee Chair, Joy, recognised the inspirational service from, the late Jill
Pattenden, who saw a need and established this group to help people in need.
~ Joy Jones, Community Issues Committee, SHUC

Members of Cohuna’s churches
gathered on Good Friday for an
ecumenical service of the
Passion of Christ at the Catholic
Church. Following the service,
members walked to the
Gateway Visitor Centre in
Garden Park for a short prayer
service. Pictured (L-R) are Rev
Sue Allen of the Anglican
Church, Fr Dean Bongat of the
Catholic Church, Rev Mark
Boyce of the Uniting Church
and Leiza Mathers representing
the lay team of the Cohuna
Baptist Church.
Newspaper clip supplied by
Hazel Radley, Cohuna UC.
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Fire at Kangaroo Flat UC
On the Wednesday morning
of July 13, it was with great
sadness, shock, disbelief,
devastation and anger that
members of the Kangaroo
Flat Uniting Church heard of
the news that there had
been a fire at the church
building, intentionally started
by three teenagers, aged 12,
13 and 14.
The fire mainly affected the
centre passageway of the
building, with some severe
smoke and water damage to the other parts, including the
chapel, offices and the hall. (Uniting Emergency Relief use
the hall).
Kangaroo Flat Uniting Church has received incredible
support from the Uniting Church, the wider church and the
community. The Kangaroo Flat members have been joining
with the Chum Street Uniting Church in Golden Square on
Sunday’s at 11am. Chum Street have also welcomed other
groups that normally meet at Kangaroo Flat.
The St. Mary’s Anglican Church at Kangaroo Flat have also
opened their doors, with a funeral being conducted there.
Ironically, St. Mary’s have a wonderful new building, opened
in 2014 after a fire in 2008 completely destroyed the
previous church.
The Rotary Club of Kangaroo
Flat have offered the use of
their clubrooms. This offer was
taken up last week for a time
of inspiration with Rev. Deac.
Mat Harry from the Synod,
when Chum Street had another
booking.
On Tuesday 16th August, the
Uniting Emergency Relief
began again at the YMCA Hall
near the Kangaroo Flat church.
We were delighted to get a
visit from Federal MP Lisa
Chesters offering any support that is needed, as well as
bringing a box of cupcakes to celebrate the 80th birthday of
Uniting Kangaroo Flat manager, Max Blume.
So while many have been severely rocked and flattened by
what has happened, there is a wonderful spirit of love and

Cover Photo:
The Loddon Mallee UCAF Fellowship Day was held at St.
Arnaud in May. Ann Connan was the speaker in the
afternoon and everyone was challenged to think of words
starting with each letter of ‘fellowship‘ that reflects what
it means to be part of a UCAF group. More on page 5.

support as well as people being upbeat and positive, as we
wait for when the church is useable again. At present it may
be around five months before Sunday services can take
place and twelve months before everything is completely
repaired.
Continue to keep the
Kangaroo Flat and
Chum Street
congregations in your
prayers, as well as the
work of Uniting
Emergency Relief.
Also, it would be good
to be mindful of the
three teenagers
charged with the fire and what the future holds for them, as
we have contact with one of the parents of the twelve year
old at the Emergency Relief.
Rev. Paul Bauer

Food and Care
@ Eaglehawk UC
On these cold winter days, we open our doors at our
Eaglehawk Uniting Church Food & Care Program every
Tuesday 11 am -1 pm for those who are in need of
supplementary food.
We currently have
approximately 50
people come
through the door
each Tuesday. This
equates to 95 adults
and 41 children
receiving support
from us.
Together with
Bendigo Foodshare
and Foodbank
Melbourne, we
have distributed 22,926 kilograms of food to our
community in the last 12 months, which is, in effect, the
provision of 45,000 meals to families in need.
Our Cafe Hub also provides a free bowl of hot soup and
warm bread roll, coffee or tea and cake, and the
opportunity for people to sit, relax and chat with others.
Free clothing is provided from our 'Clothing Department'.
This includes beanies, scarves, coats, and knee rugs to
help people cope with the cold weather.
We thank our congregation for their prayers and
generous support. We thank our committed volunteers
for their time and energy and the caring way they
contribute to this program.
Rev. Cynthia Page.
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Volunteer celebrations at Eaglehawk
On Sunday April 15th, 2022, Eaglehawk Uniting Church celebrated the
volunteers that have a connection with our church. A special service was
arranged with readings and skits appropriate to the role of volunteers and
all those involved in our programs were invited to attend the service and
special morning tea that followed.
We have a large number of people who volunteer for our various programs
including Food and Care, Op Shop, Ladies groups, Men’s groups, those on
rosters for church worship and those who have a connection through a
member. We appreciate all that these people do for our outreach in the
community and their role in our Vision statement: “Striving to be like Jesus.”
One of our volunteers from the Op shop and many other groups is Mrs Lorna
Thomas who had the privilege of cutting the special cake shared by all, along
with the delicious scones, jam and cream and date scones. It was a special
time when the whole church could come together and share with our community.

Joyce Retires ...
After serving the presbytery as
Administration Assistant and
Secretary for more than 7 years, our
dear Joyce Bartlett has decided to
retire at the beginning of September.
Joyce began as Administration
Assistant for 10 hours a week in
2015. In 2016 she added the tasks of
Presbytery Secretary as a volunteer.
The responsibilities of these two
roles have kept her very busy ever
since. She has been the right hand to three presbytery
Chairpersons, two Treasurers and eight Presbytery Ministers
(incl Supply PMs) and all of us have found her a joy to work
with - helpful, accommodating, thoughtful, creative, efficient
- add your own adjectives.
There has been so much that happens in this presbytery that
wouldn't happen without Joyce. She has prepared agendas,
taken minutes, planned and prepared for meetings and
ensured that everything needed was on hand. She has
handled correspondence, kept records up to date, kept
congregations and ministry agents informed, liaised with the
Synod and represented the presbytery at Synod level. She has
used her creativity in assisting and circulating the quarterly
"River of Life" and the monthly newsletter. She has catered,
cleaned, gardened, repaired and mended. She has shared her
knowledge, given gentle reminders, rescued the confused,
mastered Zoom and helped others to learn to use it. During
the pandemic, she was a member of the presbytery team
that provided worship opportunities across the presbytery.
And all of this with incredible patience and grace!
So much of Joyce's service was way above and beyond the
call of duty. She has shown us love and friendship and has
used her gifts so well in her service to God in this presbytery.
We wish her God's richest blessings as she moves into the
next stage of her journey as a disciple.
~ Judy Causon.

~ Glenys Hall, Eaglehawk UC.

Presbytery Contacts
Presbytery Office
A: 90 Mollison Street, Bendigo;
PO Box 2088, BENDIGO DC 3554
P: 5442 1341
E: lmpresbytery@lm.victas.uca.org.au
Chairperson
Ms Libby Gregory
M: 0403 015 921
E: Libby.Gregory@lm.victas.uca.org.au
Presbytery Minister Northern Region
Rev Siotame Paletu’a
M: 0408 996 255
E: Siotame.Paletua@lm.victas.uca.org.au
Presbytery Minister Southern Region/eLM
Rev Gordon Wild
M: 0413 455 856
E: Gordon.Wild@lm.victas.uca.org.au
Presbytery Minister Administration
Dr Julie and Mr Neil Fletcher
M: 0490 906 061
E: administration@lm.victas.uca.org.au
Uniting Church Hospital Chaplain [Bendigo]
Miss Tanya Dunbar
M: 0409 171 695
E: dtanya818@gmail.com
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Presbytery UCAF Fellowship Day
On a rather cold, rainy day it
was heart-warming to
welcome so many at St.
Arnaud Uniting Church for
the Annual May Gathering.
Approximately 50 people
gathered on Thursday, 26th
May, for the Loddon Mallee
UCAF Fellowship Day.
At 10am everyone was
greeted with morning tea
and a well-stocked trading
table. After a 10:30am
welcome from Ruth Dalton
(President of St. Arnaud UCAF), the opening worship was
conducted by Donna Schroeder and followed by a Roll Call
of the members present. The morning presentation was
given by Reverend John Connan from the Mission Liaison
Group (MLG). He spoke of his long association with MLG,
from its early days up until the present, larger organisation
which assists Pacific partner churches in need of outside
help, especially after tragic events.
John presented some slides showing the devastation after
the recent earthquake and tsunami in the Pacific region and
photos of some of the children with their backpacks and
lovely smiles.
All present appreciated John's inspiring talk and the
opportunity to learn more about where the backpacks go,
and also to see the delight on the children's faces when
they receive them.

A presentation about the St.
Arnaud Uniting Church, by
Donna Schroeder was
followed by a moving Flowers
for Remembrance service,
where recently departed
members were named and a
flower placed in a vase for
each one.
An offering and Grace
preceded lunch at 12 noon.
At 1 pm there was a musical
presentation called “A
Humorous Interlude” which
everyone thoroughly enjoyed.
Ann Connan gave the afternoon address. Ann, who is
currently president of the Vic/Tas Synod’s UCAF Council,
spoke of her past achievements and involvement for the
UCAF and MLG.
The theme for the day was “Travelling a New Road” and we
certainly found ourselves doing just that, whilst listening to
this inspiring address.
The vote of thanks was greeted by loud acclaim by those
present. Donna Schroeder then sang My Tribute - a fitting
finale to a wonderful day of fellowship and friendship.
Following a closing devotion and afternoon tea we boarded
our bus to return home and after the rain saw the most
beautiful rainbow as we travelled along the way.
~ Article: Peg Kearin , Kangaroo Flat UCAF
~ Photos: Coral Symons

Goodbye Judy and Thanks Again
When Rob Dalgleish retired from his role as Presbytery
Minister, Administration, almost 2 years ago, little did we
know how long it would take to find our new PMA. The Rev
Mark Dunn helped us out for 3 months before Judy Berridge
came to our rescue at the beginning of 2021. At last, with
Julie and Neil Fletcher taking up the position this month,
Judy can resume her retirement.
Judy has been a staunch friend of the former Loddon
Campaspe and now the Loddon Mallee presbyteries since
time immemorial - or, at least, for more than 30 years. She
served for many years as Presbytery Treasurer in Loddon
Campaspe, then as Presbytery Minister, Administration in
the amalgamated Loddon Mallee presbytery. In 2016 she
retired and moved from Maryborough to a new home in
Geelong, where she became actively involved in the
Wesley congregation.
We were very grateful when Judy agreed to come out of
retirement to provide Supply last year, although none of us
anticipated for how long that would be. Judy brought to the
role her many years of experience in the church generally,

as well as a knowledge of the
congregations of this presbytery.
She found that many things had
changed, but many had not, so it
didn't take long for her to get to
know us all again.
Despite the restrictions imposed
by covid and her distance from
the presbytery - especially the
northern areas - Judy has visited
many congregations and worked
with them and other members of
the presbytery team to address issues, plan for the future,
tidy up property and finance matters and remind them that
they are cared for. As is her way, Judy has gone above and
beyond the call of duty in her service to the presbytery, and
we appreciate her wisdom and experience, her care and
commitment.
Thank you Judy - and enjoy your next retirement.
~ Judy Causon.
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150th Celebration at Lockwood
On May 15th an anniversary was held to celebrate the 150
years of service given to the community by the two church
buildings in Lockwood. These two buildings, the Wesleyan
Church, now Lockwood Uniting Church and St Stephen’s
Anglican Church were both built in 1872. Both the churches
were established well before the existing brick buildings, the
Wesleyan Church in 1854 and St Stephen’s in 1860. Both
these churches, established during the Gold Rush,
welcomed large congregations through their doors at that
time and so the gathering of over 130 people at the
Lockwood Uniting Church who came to celebrate such a
great milestone did not disappoint.
Visitors from the community and congregational members,
both past and present took part in the Anniversary Service
led by Rev. Paul Bauer. After the Service a memorial plaque
was unveiled and a book called “ A Living History” was
launched. This book recounts the history of both churches
and their congregations. After the cutting of the Anniversary
cake, afternoon tea and a look at the large historical display,
visitors had a chance to renew old friendships and make
new ones.
A copy of “A Living History” is
available on request. Please contact me,
Sue Bewsell, on 0457 980 722.
The celebration was also featured in
the June Crosslight
—
Building on their faith - CrosslightCrosslight

Some of the crowd who came from near and far to
celebrate with the Lockwood congregation.

Cutting the Cake: Ruth Thurrowgood (L) and
Bev Filbey cut the cake together.
Ruth is the longest attending member of the
Uniting Church and Bev is a long-standing
member of St. Stephen’s Anglican Church.

A Musical Treat ...
Scores of people responded to Castlemaine Uniting Church throwing its doors open for an enjoyable community event.
They had responded to an invitation to hear local musicians and singers present a delightful wide ranging program.
The event raised $1800 in donations to Save the Children.
One of organisers, Teeshia Fitzgerald, described it as “a beautiful way for the Uniting Church to interact with its
community and assist a worthwhile cause”.
~ Rev Jim Foley
PAGE 5
PAGE 6

Strath-Haven welcomes new Chaplain
Hi, my name is Penny Blackwell, and I am the new chaplain at Uniting AgeWell StrathHaven. I have been going to Strath-Haven for over six years. Firstly, as a student when I
was studying for a Social Science Degree with Swinburne University. I spent six months
on placement with the Swinburne Wellbeing for Older Adults Clinic. Then I became the
relieving chaplain whenever Norm Roberts was on leave. This year I have been the
interim chaplain following the retirement of Norm Roberts and now I am the chaplain.
I work three days a week, Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. My role is to provide
emotional and spiritual support to the residents and their families during times of
transitions including the transition into aged care and death; to build relationships with
local congregations and volunteers to support chaplaincy services. The chaplain seeks
to meet the spiritual needs by accompanying the residents through listening as they
share their everyday life experiences of joy, sorrow, pain, fear and hope by supporting
the hole person. The role of chaplain also includes coordinating, conducting, and
participating in the weekly worship service.
COVID has changed many things including people who are able to continue volunteering. Currently I am seeking
volunteers to preach at out worship service on a Tuesday morning as well as people who play the piano. If you are
willing, please contact me at PBlackwell@unitinagewell.org.

Shocking Stats!
Mat Harry shares his insights via a regular email to anyone
who would like to receive them. Here’s a recent one:
Hi Practitioners,
I am in shock – and you may be too if you were a part of
the NCLS Webinar yesterday.
Sometimes we tell ourselves stories from the evidence we
have at hand. The issue is that the evidence we have at
hand is not always the whole picture. When we remain
within the groups and networks we move in, we can miss
what else is happening. We can sometimes create stories
that get repeated within our networks so that they remain
unchallenged. We do not question whether they are truth.
One of these stories we tell ourselves within mainline
denominations is, “young people are not interested in
church.”
Well the latest research from NCLS (National Christian Life
Survey) launched yesterday in the Webinar: What
Australians really think about Jesus and the Church Today,
claimed that 32% of 18-34 year olds attended religious
services (Nov 2021) at least monthly. The highest of any
adult age bracket and almost 3 times that of 50-64 year
olds (11%). Say What? Seriously?
That does not align with the story we tell ourselves in the
mainline denominations. We have kept up this narrative
that young people are not interested in church. In fact we
have a narrative that people in general, no matter their age

are not interested in church!
Dr Ruth Powell director of NCLS
Research – a research centre
that focuses upon church
vitality and community
spirituality and wellbeing – has suggested that more
research needs to be conducted upon this. However, this
has been a trend that has shown up in studies within
Australia over the past few years.
NCLS replay available here: What Australians really think
about Jesus and the church today - NCLS Research
Email List
A regular email of encouragement and support can be sent
to your inbox. If you would like to receive this please
email Rev Mat Harry <mat.harry@victas.uca.org.au>. He’d
love to hear from you and you will received lots of food for
thought and action.
The ‘New Ways’ video series showcases six examples of
churches attempting new or renewed ways of being.
Heathcote Uniting Church is one such congregation.
Watch this inspiring video: New & Renewing Ministry Uniting Church in Australia. Synod of Victoria and Tasmania
(uca.org.au)
~ Rev Mat Harry,
New and Renewing Communities Catalyst,
equipping Leadership for Mission,
VicTas Synod.

This is a great place to catch up on Presbytery news, between editions of
“The River of Life”. Invite your friends to join—this is a closed group.
Search for “Loddon Mallee Presbytery” or use the link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2302440563408439/
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Recent Photos

Rev Paul Bauer unveils the plaque celebrating 150
years of faithfulness at Lockwood.

The 150th Celebrations at Lockwood on May 15th
included the launch of the book “A Living History”,
written by Sue Bewsell.

A group of UCAF members at the Fellowship Day held
at St. Arnaud UC.

Here's a pic of brass group " Brasslemaine" entertaining the
audience at the May Day concert held at Harcourt Uniting
Church. The concert also featured artists on violin, 'cello, flute
and voice. Proceeds went to the Asylum Seekers Centre.
Left: Rev Kerrie and Don Needham.
The congregations of Sunraysia (UCCOS) came together
for Rev. Kerrie Needham's last service, held at Mildura UC
on August 14th. After a wonderful time of worship, Kerrie
and Don were farewelled with a shared meal. Mr Edward
Lloyd presented them with a beautiful river photograph to
remind them of their time at UCCOS. The congregations
are thankful and blessed to have had them both
contribute so richly to the life of the parish. Kerrie’s service
of release will be held on September 25th at Robinvale
and Kerrie will continue her ministry at Shepparton.
~ Carol Edwards, St. Andrew’s, Mildura.

NEXT EDITION—November 2022
Please write to the Presbytery Office by email or snail-mail and send us your contributions
(lmpresbytery@lm.victas.uca.org.au). This is a chance for you to share your news and happenings to unite
our mission and connection. Thank you to those who have taken up this offer.
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