Uniting Church in Australia

Eaglehawk
Sunday 25th December 2022
Nativity

A Welcome to any who may have joined our community for the first time, thanks for
choosing to meet with us at Eaglehawk. Many of our traditional meetings and activities have been effected by the COVID 19 restrictions. Please note any relevant notices
in the newsletter. For more information please contact our minister, contact details on
page 2.
The people of Eaglehawk Uniting Church acknowledge the original custodians of the
land on which we live and worship, the Dja Dja Wurrung – the Elders and the People,
both past and present.

Our mission:

Striving to be like Jesus.

ZOOM If you are reading this in an email you can click

Cornerstone is our chil-

on the meeting Zoom button below to join the meeting. Alternatively you could download the Zoom app and enter the
meeting ID and password indicated. The meeting will start
15 min early for chat. If you do not have access to a computer or smartphone then you can join the meeting using
the phone number 03 7018 2005 . You will be asked for the
meeting ID and password, and your participation will be audio only.

dren’s Christian education program which is available to all
aged 3 and over. Children participate in the first part of the
10 am service then either work
on a guided activity at the rear
of the church or leave for age appropriate lessons and activities in the meeting room. Children under 3 are also welcome
to attend if accompanied by a carer.

AM Worship (Zoom and at Church. )

Meeting ID: 930 3469 6004
Password: 056493

Dec 25, 9:30am: Rev Cynthia Page

Jan 1, 10 am:

Rev Cynthia Page

Zoom
AM Worship

No Evening Service for Dec 25 and Jan 1
Who is starting something new in 2023?
Do you have someone beginning kinder, primary school, high
school, the workforce, TAFE or Uni?
Are you starting something new, like some study?
We would like to know so we can pray and acknowledge for
those people stepping into something new.
Can you please let Cynthia or Jenny know as soon as possible
of anyone who is beginning something new in 2023.
Thank you.

banked immediately into the EUC Account.
We appreciate your generosity which has helped our Church to
survive and progress.

COVID Update With the recent surge in case numbers
the Federal Government has recommended that masks be
worn when indoors.

Offering Renewal

The Offering is an act of Worship and you can make your Offering by different methods including:
*Direct Deposit to EUC Operating Account at the Bendigo Bank
BSB 633:000 Account Number 155682875, Reference your name
or just Offering.
*Periodical transfer from your Bank Account to the above
Church Account (Direct Credit). Specify the period (eg: monthly)
or the day of the month on which you wish the transfer to be
made together with the amount. This needs to be done through
your Bank.
*You can make a direct Donation to this Bank Account as well.
*Through Offering Envelopes by placing your offering in the Envelope at Church each week. If you require Envelopes contact
Brian Davey if you would like a packet.
*A direct donation can also be sent to the Treasurer Robert
Trew, or Chair of Finance Committee Brian Davey and it will be

Its not too late to give gifts that will not be left collecting dust
but will transform lives of those who need it most. Lots of options to choose from: chickens, school books, goats poo, clean
water, disability support, etc! There should be catalogues available in the foyer or you can buy online, click on this link.
Choose gifts that fight poverty and build hope – Everything In
Common Gift Catalogue Everything in Common is a fundraising
activity of Uniting World which focuses on the needs of our
partners in non-western cultures.

“Eagle” Op Shop will be closed from Dec 17 until Jan 16.

Newsletter
This week’s newsletter is the last full newsletter for 2022. A
single newsletter will be produced for January and the weekly newsletter will recommence on Jan the 29th.
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EUC Activities

The following groups are in recess for the
Christmas-New Year holiday period
Food & Care Emergency food assistance,
Tuesday 11:00 to 1:00pm
———— ◊ ————
Tue Morning Bible Study Group
meets in the church hall at 10am.
———— ◊ ————
Wed Morning Study Group meets at the
Preston’s 36 Harvey Lane, Jackass Flat 9:30 -11am.
———— ◊ ————
Mission Action Group (MAGS)
4th Tues. - 12noon - 3pm
———— ◊ ————
Friendship Group meet 3rd Wed. of
month at 12:30pm.
———— ◊ ————
JAMM group meets 3rd Sunday of month
at 11:15 am.
———— ◊ ————
Men’s Coffee & Conversation Usually last
Friday of month at various venues.
———— ◊ ————
Playgroup.
In meeting room Thursdays 9:30
———— ◊ ————
Pub Lunch
Meet for lunch fourth Sunday each
month. Location varies, see newsletter.

FOCUS Service - December

Give Hope. This is the tag line for this year's Christmas Bowl Appeal. We
are invited again to join with churches across Australia as we share God’s
love through the Christmas Bowl.
This year is already shaping up to be one of the toughest in recent
memory. The global food crisis is now pushing millions to the brink of
famine with families in urgent need of food, care and lifesaving support.
In these difficult times, the Christmas Bowl not only expresses our unity in Christ, it provides a powerful way for Australian Christians to share hope through practical Christian
action, backing displaced people and helping to create, together, a world where uprooted people have a safe place to belong.
There are the Christmas Bowl envelopes that you can place in the Offering Plate at EUC,
or forward via an Elder / Rev Cynthia who can pass this onto our treasurer.
Alternatively, debit directly into the EUC Mission Account to be forwarded to the Christmas Bowl at the end of December.
Details for the Direct Deposit option:
Account Title: UCA Eaglehawk Mission Account
BSB: 633 000
Acct No: 2031029
Reference: Bible Society
If you require a Tax Invoice / Receipt, please give your details to the
Treasurer (name, address, email, phone no, $ amount) to forward on your behalf and
you will be issued a receipt from the Act for Peace.
Or you can scan the QR code here / on the poster in the foyer / click on this link and that
will take you directly to the Eaglehawk Uniting Church ‘Donations’ page.

Even though there are now limited Covid
regulations that apply to our church, we ask
people to practice safe hygiene wherever
possible. Hand sanitizer is still available and
people are welcome to wear masks if desired. Thankyou.

Prayer Chain
If one has a prayer request for our
prayer chain, please contact Rosie
Taylor 0417 164 973, or Yvonne
Davey 5446 9163.
Items for the newsletter should be forwarded to John Taylor before 6pm each
Thursday. Thankyou
The newsletter can be emailed to you if you
prefer. Contact John Taylor, see below.
Online readers can use hyperlinks indicated by
underlined text or icons.
Old copies of the EUC newsletter can be found
in the rack in the foyer. Last week’s is top right,
oldest, about 9 weeks ago, is bottom left.

Contacts:
Rev Cynthia Page Mobile

0400 543 372

Church postal
address:

PO Box 387 Eaglehawk, Vic
3556

Church location:

Corner Peg Leg Rd (Loddon
Valley Hwy) & Kirkwood Rd

Booking Officer:

Rosie Taylor 0417 164 973

Newsletter Editor John Taylor
johnteuc@gmail.com
Web address:

www.eaglehawk.unitingch
urch.org.au

From Cynthia
Recently I was reminded of the cathartic value of writing things down with pen
and paper rather than on computer or tablet or just hearing or saying something.
I was at my GP’s and I sat, pen and notebook in hand, ready to write down the
information she gave me about some test results. When my GP saw this, she said
‘I like that!’ When I asked her why, she said she believes that writing things down
with pen and paper, rather than typing them, is more effective. She said, “My
saying is ‘Think it, Ink it!”
And I agree with my GP. If I am upset or worried about something, it can help me
to talk about it with someone, or to type my thoughts on my computer but I get
the most relief, help and comfort from writing my thoughts or ideas on paper
with my pen. Writing in this way provides me with the most effective form of
catharsis.
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‘Catharsis’ is a Greek word. It means "purification"
or "cleansing." Writing down things that are on
our mind and heart, things we have to do or want
to do and/or our thoughts and feelings is cathartic
because it helps us to process them, deal with
them and then move on, more lightly because we
have dealt with them. Through our writing, we can
be cleansed and become purer and freer.
Praying is a form of catharsis and again, I recommend the therapeutic and cathartic value of
writing our prayers, writing to God and sharing
what is on our heart and mind.
So, next time you are feeling weighed down, I recommend taking what is bothering you to God in
prayer. I suggest making time to write your prayer
on paper with a pen. Or you could doodle your
prayer if you prefer. But please use a writing or
drawing instrument and paper. As my GP said,
“Think it. Ink it.”

We have hired a gardener. His name is Adam. He will be mowing, edging,
weeding and weed spraying.
For a few years we have had our bins located at the rear of church. This
entry is now often used as the main entry to church. It was decided by
church council that this entrance needed to be beautified and part of that
was putting up a barrier to hide the bins. However, now the bins are enclosed, our bins have decided to grow legs and run away from home! For
the moment, we have decided to lock the gate. The keys, with a tag, have
been put on the white hook just near the kitchen oven. Sorry for the inconvenience, but Bendigo Council are not happy with us asking for multiple
replacement rubbish bins.
9th January will be the Op Shop Volunteer Session, run in conjunction with
Food and Care group. Di Gough will be running this session. If you are a
current or potential volunteer, please speak with Di or Mary to see if this
session is for you.
Cynthia’s last service at EUC will be February 12th. Please keep this date
free for her farewell service. Following this service, we will have a special
morning tea/light lunch. We are still to check with Presbytery to see if this
date is suitable with them, so keep an eye out for updates.
It will be a busy time when Cynthia leaves but, as a church family, we can do
it together.
Merry Christmas

The Food and Care Christmas Luncheon

Fondly,
Cynthia

Happy Christmas and a Blessed
2023.
Cynthia wishes you all a Happy Christmas and a
Blessed New Year. Thank you for your support of
me and your interest and prayers for me and my
family.
I will hold you all in prayer this Christmas and New
Year, in 2023 and always.
Fondly,
Cynthia

NOTICE TO ALL GROUP LEADERS /
CO-ORDINATORS
Following a successful year, the production of
Annual Reports will be as requested below.
Reports will be expected from:Church Council
Finance Committee (including Financial
Report)
Op-shop
Food & Care
All other church groups can provide a written
report to the congregation by 31st January 2023,
care of ronpata@hotmail.com
Groups that hold funds should have those funds
audited, even if there has been no movement
during the year.
The Congregation Annual Meeting is tentatively
set for Sunday 19th February 2023.
Ron Pata, Secretary, EUC Congregation

Church Council December Meeting
This was our last meeting for the year and was a
chance for us to share a meal together. Thank you,
Rosie and John, for letting us meet at your home.
As covid restrictions ease, we have decided to hire
out the church facilities for events directly linked to
our current church membership. Please contact
Rosie Taylor, 0417 164 973, if you want to book the
facilities.
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Bible Readings from the Revised Common Lectionary
The Eaglehawk Uniting Church seeks to be informed and guided by the biblical witness.
These readings are typically used for group bible study and preaching.

Nativity: Dec 25

Christmas 1: Jan 1

Christmas 2: Jan8

Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96

Isaiah 63:7-9

Isaiah 42:1-9

Psalm 148

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Cheers for Christmas !!!

Titus 2:11-14

Hebrews 2:10-18

Ephesians 3:1-12

Remember - we want your aluminium cans
from your Christmas Drinks.
EUC receives the total amount when the
cans are delivered to OneSteel.
This year we have received over $300.
So please consider having a box or bag to
handy to throw your cans into and bring to
EUC.
Merry Christmas.
Merrill

Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)

Matthew 2:13-23

Matthew 2:1-12

From the Lectionary :

"Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org"

Luke 2:1-14

2:1 In those days a decree went out from
Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered.

2:8 In that region there were shepherds
living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night.

2:2 This was the first registration and was
taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria.

2:9 Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified.

2:3 All went to their own towns to be registered.

2:4 Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of
David.
2:5 He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
2:6 While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child.

2:10 But the angel said to them, "Do not
be afraid; for see--I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people:
2:11 to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord.
2:12 This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger."

2:13 And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
2:7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son praising God and saying,
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and
laid him in a manger, because there was no 2:14 "Glory to God in the highest heavplace for them in the inn.
en, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!"

ROSTERS
for 10am service

Dec 4

Dec 14
Dec 11
Blue
Christmas

Dec 18

Rev Ken
Rookes

Duty Elder J Taylor
Steward H Cox

J Taylor
H Cox

J Taylor
H Cox

Sing Leader R Pata

M Cole

R Taylor

Piano
Organ
Bible
Readers
Cameras
Zoom + PP
Sound

G Hall

L Thomas

L Thomas

B Davey

B Davey

J Taylor
Tilly

R Dean
Levi

R Pata
Hugo

J Speirs
Gent Ku

L Preston M Hall
A Pata
L Preston A Pata
T Evans T Evans T Evans

J Taylor
M Hall
T Evans

J Taylor
L Preston
T Evans

B Davey

Rev
Cynthia

B Davey

Rev
Cynthia

Dec 25
Christmas
Day

Focus
M Cole

Leader

Rev
Cynthia

Dec 24
Christmas
Eve Family
Service

Rev
Cynthia
J Taylor
H Cox

M Cole
R Pata

L Thomas
B Davey

J Taylor
T Evans
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B Davey

They walked in darkness
Haiku for illumination
They walked in darkness,
languishing, all hope was lost;
but light is coming.
We were blanketed
in deep darkness, but on us
God’s light is dawning.
We can now rejoice,
like when the harvest is good,
or sharing the loot!

Our heavy burdens
are lifted; our subjection
has come to an end.
Our blood-stained garments,
our oppressors’ boots, become
fuel for the fire.
A child has been born
for us, he shall reign for God
as our Prince of Peace.

Endless peace is ours;
the Lord of hosts will do this,
ruling with justice
© Ken Rookes 2022
Used with permission

