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from Chairperson, Craig:
As some of our readers will know, my wife Glenda and I lead the Bendigo Southern Cross Kids
This pretty much
Camp. We run a five-day residential camp for primary school-aged kids from ‘hard places’, most
of whom have some connection with the child protection system. Due to COVID restrictions, our
describes the essence of
camp in the September school holidays was our first since 2019.
our chaplains’ main role
The camp highlighted the massively disruptive effect of COVID on children in our community,
particularly those whose family situations are unstable. Only four of the 18 kids who came on
in school – be present, be
camp had been with us before and so most took some time to begin to extend trust to the team.
available, be a source of
The boys, particularly, struggled to interact with each other in healthy ways and to lower their
walls and allow themselves to have fun. While there were many challenges, we saw real change
calm and connection.
as the kids formed deep connection with their camp buddy.
Our camp reinforced how important it is that kids, particularly those who are doing it tough, are
able to form healthy relationships with trusted adults, who love and accept them as they are. This
pretty much describes the essence of our chaplains’ main role in school – be present, be available, be a source of calm and
connection. In this (almost) post-pandemic world, their work is needed more than ever.

I’d like to thank those of you who took time to respond to the evaluation of the National Schools Chaplaincy Program. Among
my answers to the many questions, I highlighted that now was the time to double down rather than cut back on support for
chaplaincy. Our kids, schools and school communities need chaplains more than ever. Thanks also to the many other volunteers
(and the good people at Bunnings) who have helped us out with fundraising. We also greatly appreciate those who have
supported our chaplains financially and those who pray for our chaplains and their work in our schools.
Pandemic restrictions have limited our Support Group
gatherings over the past few years. We have been meeting
via Zoom, and now find that more convenient than face-toface meetings. However, we needed to meet our newest
chaplain, Stephanie, so a social gathering was enjoyed in
September for support group and chaplains to catch up.
Smiling around the table from left to right:
Ali Gillett, chaplain Axedale PS and Eaglehawk PS, Steph
McDonald, chaplain Weeroona College, Ray Harvey,
Treasurer, Katie Pagliaro, chaplain Eaglehawk North PS,
Merilyn Tatt, chaplain Maiden Gully PS, Rosalie Harvey,
Secretary, Jenny Rainsford, Mary Preston and Laurie
Preston, all support group members.
Chairman Craig was suffering from Covid!

This newsletter was photocopied at Creek Street Christian College at no
cost to the Committee. We are most appreciative of this contribution.

All schools, except Weeroona College Bendigo have been partially funded by the Australian
Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations under the
National School Chaplaincy Program. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent
the views of the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment and Workplace
Relations.

Jenny Rainsford speaking with Editor, Rosalie Harvey
I joined the (then) Bendigo Chaplaincy Committee, affiliated with Access Ministries,
as editor of the Newsletter in 2008. At that time you were the Secretary, a position you
held for five years. In 2009 I took over the role of Secretary, and you became Events
Coordinator. Since then you have continued to be a keen member of the Support
Group, and a role model to each of us. I’m sure our supporters would be interested to
hear what keeps you involved in the support of chaplains in our schools.

Firstly, Jenny, what was it about chaplaincy in schools that inspired you initially?
Probably there were four main reasons:
1. As a teenager, I appreciated the chaplain in the government secondary school I attended.
2. I have assisted with church-based youth groups over many years, including an afterschool youth group.
3. Considering the time students spend at school, I realised the impact that the school has on their life.
4. In 1988 we met Echuca school teacher, Marion Drummond, who in 1989 recognised a call from God to
school chaplaincy. Marion became the first chaplain to Kangaroo Flat Tech (now Crusoe College). Our
daughter, along with Barry and I, were very impressed with her commitment to the students.
Actually, how long ago did you become involved?
In 1989, about 33 years ago Marion encouraged me to join the Echuca Chaplaincy Committee. When we
retired to Epsom in 1999, Marion encouraged me to become part of the Bendigo Committee.
(Thank you Marion!) What keeps you passionate about supporting chaplaincy in schools?
I recognise the importance of having chaplains—committed Christians who are trained in pastoral care
and have Christian values; who relate easily to teenagers and children and who students feel comfortable
in speaking with. Although part of the school community, the chaplains are not employed by the school,
but by an independent body—such as ACCESS/Korus Connect.
Over the years have you seen changes in the role that chaplains play in our schools ?
In 2006 the Federal Government provided funding through the NSCP (National Schools Chaplaincy
Program) to enable schools to apply for partial financial assistance to employ a chaplain. Since government
money is involved, there are restrictions that mean chaplains are not at liberty to openly declare their Faith to
the students. However if a student asks about the chaplain’s Faith the chaplain is at liberty to explain it.
Do you see a need for chaplains to continue to be part of the school communities?
Very definitely. With the decrease in the ability of many churches to attract young people and the increase in
the ‘me’ society, secularism and increasing break-down of family relationships, domestic and family violence,
the sometimes extreme pressures of social networking and bullying for many young people, the school has
become their ‘stable, safe haven’. The chaplain is the independent caring person in that school community
who is free of a teaching role, not a health worker or the ‘welfare’ worker, but is available for the very important
spiritual aspect of a person’s life; assisting them in wise decision-making and guiding them to consider
wholesome values as they develop as members of society and in so doing ‘unknowingly’ pointing them to the
One Who is the Absolute, the Unshakeable, the Dependable and Approachable One in life.
Is there still a need for supporters to provide financial and prayerful encouragement to our chaplains?
There is always a need. No-one can operate in the ‘spiritual’ sphere without the prayerful support of other likeminded people. The government funding still leaves a large percentage of the cost of having a chaplain. This
needs to be found by the Church and the community .
Thank you Jenny. On behalf of the Support Group, supporters, chaplains and students, thank you for
your dedication to chaplaincy over so many years.
PS: It just so happens that Jenny recently celebrated an important birthday, her 80th! We thank God that Jenny
(together with Barry) continues to serve faithfully, particularly after going through some significant health
challenges. God bless you Jenny!
Rosalie Harvey, Editor

Who says volunteering at Bunnings BBQ isn’t fun?
Throughout 2022 we’ve had BBQs at both Epsom and Kangaroo Flat Bunnings stores, including
January, April, June, July, and September — in other words, in all weather!
Many thanks to our willing volunteers who have once (twice, thrice?) answered the call to fill
our rosters. There’s quite a list (but in no particular order):
Merilyn Tatt, Laurie & Mary Preston, Alan Birchmore, Bill & Evelyn Niemann Gwenyth Boyd,
Sue Hateley, Glenys Pennington, Bob & Heather Roberts, Di Rooney, Ken & Barb Miller, Clare
& Mike Bellamy, Darren French, Chris Dellar, John & June van Emmerik, Graeme & Jenny
Miller, Katelyn Vercoe, Anne Tickner, Jenny Dobbie, Keith & Melva Hall, Craig & Glenda
Clifton, Ricky Cawley, Steve Cooper, Tom Ayars, Savannah, Rosalie and of course Ray Harvey
keeping us all in line.

IGA Eaglehawk cheque
presentation
Thanks to customers at Fairleys IGA in Eaglehawk
who nominated Bendigo Korus Connect Chaplaincy
Support Group to receive their tokens in the
Community Chest we were presented with a cheque
for $855. If you shop at IGA Eaglehawk, please
consider nominating us. It’s a great community
service and bonus funds for chaplaincy.

Secretary Rosalie and Treasurer Ray Harvey happily
receiving cheque from Michael Lorenz, Managing Director

Thank you to City of Greater
Bendigo Small Grant scheme
We acknowledge the generosity of the City of Greater Bendigo Small
Grant scheme, thanks to which this newsletter is being created on
our new laptop. We were successful in receiving $2,100 towards an
upgrade of our IT equipment. Our purchase of this laptop, a new
colour printer, Microsoft 365 and security amounted to $2.114.

Chaplain:

at these schools

Rose Ryan

Kangaroo Flat PS

Ricky Cawley

White Hills PS

Kelli Bailey

Golden Square PS

Our current committee
Craig Clifton Chairman

Awaiting appointment at Eaglehawk Secondary College
Chris Powers

Lockwood South PS, Big Hill PS

Merilyn Tatt

Maiden Gully PS

Alison Gillett

Axedale PS, Eaglehawk PS

Ray Harvey Treasurer
Rosalie Harvey Secretary/Newsletter
Jenny Rainsford Member

Awaiting appointment at Crusoe College
Stephanie McDonald

Weeroona College Bendigo

Katie Pagliaro

Eaglehawk North PS

Donations

Mary Preston Member
Laurie Preston Member

We sincerely thank those supporters who have donated this year. We
do rely heavily on the financial support of our supporters to be able to
meet the financial commitment we make to schools who are not able
to fully fund their chaplain.
Please use the payment slip below when making your donation by
cheque. An addressed return envelope has been included with
printed copies for your convenience. Alternatively, use the banking
details provided to make a direct payment to our account.

Please consider giving your financial support!
When donating via Direct
Payment, please ensure your
name is given as the
reference so that a receipt
can be forwarded to you.

Account name:
Bendigo Korus Connect Chaplaincy Support Group

BSB 633000
Account number 178886610
Reference your name

Bendigo Korus Connect Chaplaincy Support Group
Donation Slip
Name:
Address:

For donating by cheque, fill in
and cut out this donation slip
and mail to:
PO Box 663, Bendigo 3552

Phone:
Email:
Donation amount:

$

