
Bendigo Uniting Churches
Social Justice Group

This is the first Insert from the BUCSJG for 2023;
it is circulated within all Bendigo Congregations.
We thank them for their support and welcome 
opportunities to share their social justice concerns.

Please let us know if there are other issues that we 
could be responding to. 

Put Your Hand Up for Refugees Palm Sunday Gathering
The Combined Bendigo Churches / Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR) 
Palm Sunday Gathering takes place in the Library Gardens on 2nd April, 
between 12.00 pm and 1.30 pm. 

Our local theme this year is “Put Your Hand Up for Refugees” We join with 
people around Australia, calling for Justice for refugees, and in particular, for 
permanent visas for all refugees.

RAR is asking our churches to help make this occasion a time when we can 
offer our Christian witness to the God of compassion, justice and peace.  
Uniting Church people are invited to gather at St Andrew’s from 12.00 noon, 
to walk to the Library Gardens by 12.30 pm.

Refugee Families Settle Under Pilot Program
The Bendigo community has been enriched by refugees from a range of 
countries who have made their homes among us.

In the past six months RAR Bendigo has welcomed two Hazara refugee 
families to Bendigo, and helped them to settle under the Government’s 
Community Refugee Integration and Settlement Pilot  scheme. The Haraza 
families, refugees from Afghanistan, have been selected by the UNHCR.

RAR Bendigo has expressed its thanks to the many Uniting Church people 
who generously supported its efforts in both money and goods. There are 
plans to welcome a further two families in 2023.

Mark Zirnsak Visit
Mark Zirnsak, of the Synod’s Justice and International Mission Unit (JIM), will 
be in Bendigo on 23rd April. Mark will preach at the Central Congregation’s 
morning service, and will share in a Q&A session during morning tea. 

Please direct enquiries concerning this publication to Ken Rookes, 
ken@kenrookes.com.au

Australia Day
We have engaged the City of Greater Bendigo (COGB) in conversation 
about whether 26th January can truly be a day of celebration for all 
Australians. We welcome the COGB’s announcement that it is looking at 
using other days for citizenship ceremonies. 

Social Housing
The BUCSJG continues to advocate for and make representations on the 
matter of social housing. We are pleased to see that at least some of the 
accommodation to be constructed in Bendigo for the Commonwealth 
Games will be set aside for this purpose.

The Group continues to draw the attention of our churches to the 
possibilities of underutilised land being made available for social and 
affordable housing.

Haiku

Black-garbed prophets cry
songs of justice, hope: Prepare!
The day is coming!

Haiku & Linocut KJR



Calendar for coming months
From the UCA JIM Unit
MARCH 

21 Harmony Day 
22 International Water Day. 
24 International Day 

for the Right to the Truth. 
25 Earth Hour (8.30pm – 9.30pm).

APRIL
2 Palm Sunday
   World Autism Awareness Day.
4 International Day for Mine Awareness.
7 Good Friday
   World Health Day.
9 Easter Sunday
15 Deaths in Custody final Report
22 Earth Day

Voting Yes.
 At some point this year we will be asked whether we support the 
constitutional recognition of First Peoples including giving our First People a 
Voice to Parliament.

This referendum has its roots in the Uluru Statement from the Heart, an 
offer made by a convention of indigenous leaders at Uluru in 2017. (The 
Statement has been explored in previous Quarterly Inserts, Nos 2, 3, and 4, 
2021).

The Uniting Church in Australia is encouraging its people to vote Yes. The 
UCA has a strong historic commitment to recognising the important place of 
our indigenous sisters and brothers, and to ensure that their voice is heard 
among the many voices that seek to be heard in both our church and society.

This commitment has long been expressed through our unique relationship 
with the indigenous part  of our church, the The Uniting Aboriginal and 
Islander Christian Congress (UAICC ). The Congress was formed in 1985 – 
36 years ago and eight years after the formation of the UCA. 

Its formation came from the recognition by our church that our indigenous 
members needed to be enabled to speak with their own voices, and that our 
structures often did not allow for that.

For a predominantly white church, the formation of the UAICC was a 
significant step back from the presumptions of colonialism which had long 
denied both the wisdom and the capabilities of our First People. The UCA 
has been greatly blessed by the insights and contributions of our indigenous 
sisters and brothers.

It appears that most Australians are supportive of the Voice, even as a few 
loud opponents seem intent on sowing seeds of doubt. Some suggest that

the Voice will somehow confer 
privileges to our First Nations 
people that the rest of us don’t 
enjoy. The only privilege it will 
confer is the right to be heard 
on matters that concern them.

Many who object that The 
Voice will advantage 
indigenous people over other 
Australians, fail to appreciate 
the nature of their own 
privilege as members of the 
dominant cultural group. (See 
Quarterly Insert No. 4, 2022) 

Why Enshrine The Voice in the Constitution? 
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission, (ATSIC),  provided a 
voice for our indigenous people for 15 years between 1990 and 2005. It was 
established by the Hawke Labor Government, and had a range of 
responsibilities, including providing financial support for indigenous 
enterprises.

There were problems, including allegations of corruption. A review of ATSIC 
was commissioned in 2003. The report, was titled In the Hands of the 
Regions; and it recommended reforms which gave greater control of ATSIC to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people at a regional level. 

By 2004, Prime Minister John Howard, had declared "the experiment in 
elected representation for Indigenous people has been a failure". There was 
no commitment to ATSIC , and no will to reform it. Legislation to abolish it was 
passed in 2005.

By enshrining The Voice in the constitution, we ensure that government is 
committed to devising a system that works, or, if necessary, can be adjusted 
and reformed until it does work. We can’t simply walk away because it is too 
hard, or because we don’t like what it is saying.

Haiku

Colonisers: blind
to beauty, truth and wisdom;
destroying culture.

MAY
1 International Workers’ Day (May Day).
3 World Press Freedom Day.
13 World Fair Trade Day.
15 International Day of Families.
15-21 National Volunteer Week.
16 International Day of Living Together in 
Peace.
21 World Day for Cultural Diversity for 
Dialogue and Development.
22 International Day of Biodiversity.
26 National Sorry Day.
2017: Statement from the Heart made at     
       Uluru.
27 1967: Referendum allowing laws for 
Aboriginal People and to be included in 
the census.
27-3 (June) National Reconciliation Week.
28 Pentecost Sunday
Reconciliation Sunday, Uniting Church.
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